
 
Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 

MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION  
MD of Pincher Creek Council Chambers 

April 1st 2025 
6:30 pm 
Agenda 

 
1. Adoption of Agenda 
 
2. Minutes  
 

a. Meeting Minutes of March 4th, 2025 
 
3. Closed Meeting Session 

 
4. Unfinished Business 
 

a. Development Permit 2024-42 - Court of Appeal – Decision & Discussion 
 
5. Development Permit Applications 

a. Development Permit Application No. 2025-10 
Link Builders for Kristopher Tillack 
Lot 1, Block 1, Plan 2410864 within NW 35-5-28 W4 
Single Detached Residence & Garden Suite 
 

b. Development Permit Application No. 2025-12 
Kerry Smyke O/A Wood ‘n’ Stuff 
Within ptn of NE 27-7-2 W5 
Specialty Manufacturing/Cottage Industry, Minor 
 

c. Development Permit Application No. 2025-13 
Waldron Grazing Co-operative Ltd  
NE 13-10-2 W4 
Secondary Farm Residence 
 

d. Development Permit Application No. 2025-14 
Kelly Neufeld 
Lot 1, Plan 9111843 within NE 2 & SE 11-8-1 W5 
Secondary Farm Residence 

 
6. Development Reports  
 

a. Development Officer’s Report 
- Report for March 2025 

 
7. New Business  

 
8. Correspondence 
 
9. Next Regular Meeting – May 6th, 2025 

 
10. Adjournment  
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Meeting Minutes of the 
Municipal Planning Commission 

March 4th, 2025 6:30 pm 
MC of Pincher Creek Council Chambers 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Commission:  Reeve Rick Lemire, Councillors Tony Bruder, Jim Welsch, Dave Cox and John MacGarva 
 
Staff: CAO Roland Milligan, Development Officer Laura McKinnon 
 
Planning 
Advisor: ORRSC, Senior Planner Gavin Scott 
 
Absent: Chairperson Jeff Hammond,  
 
 
Co-Chairperson Laurie Klassen called the meeting to order, the time being 6:31 pm.  
 
1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 
Councillor Jim Welsch     25/016 
 
Moved that the agenda for March 4th, 2025, be approved as presented. 
 
        Carried 

2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Councillor John MacGarva     25/017 

 
Moved that the Municipal Planning Commission Meeting Minutes for February 4th, 2025 be approved 
as presented.  

        Carried 
 

3. CLOSED MEETING SESSION 
 
Reeve Rick Lemire      25/018 
 
Moved that the Municipal Planning Commission close the meeting to the public, under the 
authority of the Municipal Government Act, Section 197(2.1), the time being 6:32 pm.  
 
        Carried 
 
Councillor Dave Cox      25/019 
 
Moved that the Municipal Planning Commission open the meeting to the public, the time being 6:44 pm. 
         

Carried 
 

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 



MINUTES 
Municipal Planning Commission (MPC) 

Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 
March 4th 2025 
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5. DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

 
a. Development Permit Application No. 2025-06 

Jeffery & Allison Schmode 
Lot 1, Block 2, Plan 2312282 within NW 34-8-1 W5 
Accessory Building – Secondary Suite & Variance 

 
Councillor Jim Welsch                                                         25/020 
 
Moved that Development Permit No. 2025-06, Accessory Building (Art Studio) with Secondary Suite, 
be approved subject to the following Condition(s): 
 
Condition(s): 

1. That this development meets the minimum provisions as required in Land Use Bylaw 1349-23. 
2. That this development meet the requirements of a legal suites within the National Building 

Code – Alberta Edition 
 
Waiver(s): 

1.     That a 11.7m(38.3ft) Variance be granted from the Minimum Setback from Public Roadways 
of 30m (98.4ft) to the North for a setback of 18.3m (60.10ft). 

2.   That a variance be granted from Section 49.5 (b) “in all districts where listed as a permitted or 
discretionary use, a secondary suite may be considered (as shown in figures below) as a 
basement suite, a garage suite under the roof of the principle swelling, and as a single story at 
grade garage suite” and be constructed as a single story at grade accessory building (art studio).   

 
Informative(s): 

1. That this development not be used as a tourist home or for short-term rental purposes. 
 
 

6. DEVELOPMENT REPORT 
 

a. Development Officer’s Report  
 

Councillor Tony Bruder      25/021 
 
Moved that the Development Officer’s Report, for the period February 2025, be received as 
information. 

        Carried 
 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

None 
 

8. NEXT MEETING – April 1st, 2025; 6:30 pm. 
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9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Reeve Rick Lemire       25/022 
 
Moved that the meeting adjourn, the time being 6:50 pm. 
 
        Carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________  __________________________________ 
Co-Chairperson Laurie Klassen   Development Officer 
Municipal Planning Commission   Laura McKinnon    
       Municipal Planning Commission  



    

  

   

    
         

   
 

     

      

   

    

    

       

    

   

 

 

             

              

              

            

               

                

   

             

    

     
   



    

              

        
                 

              

           

             

                  

        
             

        

        

     



    

   

  

  
  

 
  

 

   
     

    

     
   





  

         

    

                

 

   

       

   

        

   

         

              

     

         

            

       

 

   

   

      

   
 

    
  

    
 

   

  

   

      

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

        

     

        



 

   

   

       

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   

      

 

        

  

     

  

   

     

                      

         

                   

          

  

 

 

                  

         



 

        
        
          

     

              
          

                
               
             

  

          

              
            

   

               
             

 

            
     

             
        

        

         
         

     

            

              
  

              
               

     

               
             

            

         



 

 

       

     
  

  
     

 

 

  

 

  

     

  

 

  



 
 

          
      

  

   
 

   
   
   
   
   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



          
      

 
    

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
    



  

   
  

   

 

 

 

    
   

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



  
    
    

      
    

     

    

     

 

 

    

    
  

 
    

   

  

 

    

     

   

  
   
 

     

   

  
     

  

 

   

     
     

  
    
     

      
    

  

 
   

 

    

    
  

 
  

  

   

   
  

   
 

  
     

     
    

  
     

  
     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



    
    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



 Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 
PART VIII  |  8 Land Use Bylaw 1349-23  

48.35 In conjunction with the approved emergency response plan, as a condition of 
development each individual accommodation site must have an address post equipped 
with a numbered and color coded sign. Each entrance to the site must contain a key 
map of the site locations with road names and directional signage. 

SECTION 49 GARDEN AND SECONDARY SUITES 

GARDEN SUITE 
 

49.1 A Garden suite shall: 

(a) not exceed one (1) storey in height; 

(b) require a development permit which shall 
expire in 5 years and is renewable once at 
the discretion of the Development Officer 
based on the original criteria of the approval 
and renewable thereafter at the discretion of 
the Municipal Planning Commission. 

 
49.2 A Garden suite shall be used to house individuals providing care to or receiving care from 

the resident(s) of the principal building. 
 
49.3 Garden suites are subject to National Building Code – Alberta Edition. 
 
49.4 The structure being proposed shall be shown to be readily moveable upon expiry of the 

approval period. 
 

SECONDARY SUITE 
 

49.5 All secondary suites shall meet the following general requirements: 

(a)  only one secondary suite may be developed where a ‘Single-detached dwelling’, 
‘Modular home’, ‘Manufactured home’, or ‘Moved-in dwelling’ has been established; 

(b)  in all districts where listed as a permitted or discretionary use, a secondary suite may 
be considered (as shown in figures below) as a basement suite, a garage suite under 
the roof of the principal dwelling, and as a single storey at grade garage suite. 
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Municipal District of Pincher Creek No. 9 
Land Use Bylaw 1349-23 PART III  |  9 

18.10 At the request of the applicant, where a use is applied for which is not specifically 
considered in any land use district, but is similar in character and purpose to another use 
that is permitted or discretionary in the land use district in which such use is proposed, the 
following process shall apply: 

(a) the matter shall be referred by the Development Officer to the Municipal Planning
Commission;

(b) the Municipal Planning Commission shall determine and make a ruling on the
proposed use as to its similarity to a permitted or discretionary use in the district;

(c) if the use is deemed similar, the proposed use shall be reviewed by the Municipal
Planning Commission as a discretionary use for that land use district;

(d) given the above, if the application is approved by the Municipal Planning Commission
a development permit shall be issued in accordance with Section 21.

18.11 The Municipal Planning Commission may refuse, or approve with conditions, any 
development if, in the opinion of the Municipal Planning Commission, the proposed 
development will detract from the character or appearance of the general development in 
the area. 

DIRECT CONTROL DISTRICT APPLICATIONS 

18.12 Upon receipt of a completed application for a development permit in a Direct Control 
District, the Development Officer shall: 

(a) refer the application to Council for a decision, except where the decision making
authority has been delegated to the Municipal Planning Commission or the
Development Officer; and

(b) notify adjacent landowners and other persons likely to be affected in accordance with
Section 19.

(c) where the application is referred to Council ensure the notice indicates that public
response may be presented in the form of written letter or verbal presentation at the
meeting;

(d) where the application is delegated to the Development Authority that the responses
be received in accordance with Section 19.

18.13 After considering any response to notifications issued under Section 19, Council or the 
delegated decision making authority may: 

(a) approve a development permit with or without conditions; or

(b) refuse to approve the development permit, stating reasons.

18.14 In accordance with Section 685(4)(a) of the Act, there is no appeal to the Subdivision and 
Development Appeal Board for a decision on an application for a development permit in a 
Direct Control District where Council has not subdelegated any part of the decision process 
to the Development Authority. 

VARIANCE PROVISIONS 

18.15 Notwithstanding Sections 18.1 through 18.5 the Development Officer may, in deciding 
upon an application for a permitted use, allow a variance: 



   
    

    

    

   

      

     



   

 

 

 



   
    

    

    

   

      

     



  

  
 

   
 





 

Classification: Protected A 

Transportation and Economic Corridors Permit No. 2025-0049394  is issued to the above named Permittee under 
authority of Section 14 of the Highways Development and Protection Act (the Act) authorizing the development(s) 
listed herein, and a further application is required for any changes or additions. 

The approved site plan forms a part of this permit and any changes to the approved site plan will require an 
amendment or a new permit application. 

This permit is subject to the following terms and conditions, which should be carefully reviewed: 

1. This permit is subject to the provisions of Section 11-19 inclusive of the Highways Development and 
Protection Act (Chapter H-8.5 2004), amendments thereto, and Highways Development and Protection 
Regulation (Alberta Regulation 326/2009) and amendments thereto. 

2. This permit is issued subject to any other municipal, provincial, or federal approvals that may be required. 
Issuance of a permit by Transportation and Economic Corridors does not guarantee the permittee will be 
able to obtain other required approvals and does not excuse violation of any regulation, bylaw, or Act that 
may affect the proposed development. 

3. The Permittee consents to a person designated by Transportation and Economic Corridors to enter upon 
land during construction and again upon completion of construction for the purpose of inspection to ensure 
the terms and conditions of this permit are met. 

4. All works authorized by this permit shall be constructed, altered, maintained or operated at the sole 
expense of the Permittee.  The permittee expressly waives any right to claim damages or compensation 
(including injurious affection) for development, signs or other encumbrances that are placed in an area 
required for future widening of the highway right of way for highway improvement purposes 

5. In consideration of the permit issued in respect to this development, the Permittee shall indemnify and hold 
harmless Transportation and Economic Corridors, its employees and agents from any and all claims, 
demands, actions and costs whatsoever that may arise, directly or indirectly from anything done or omitted 
to be done in the construction, maintenance, alteration or operation of the works authorized. 

6. The Permittee shall conform to the approved site plan. Failure to conform to the approved site plan without 
an approved amendment may result in enforcement measures as laid out in the Act 

7. The proposed development is to be set back from the highway right of way, as shown on the attached site 
plan. No encroachment within this setback distance is permitted without an amendment to this permit.   

  
8. This permit approves only the development contained herein, and a further application is required for any 

changes or additions.  
  
9. No new direct highway access will be permitted. Access shall be via the local municipal road or existing 

access.   
  
10. Any yard lights, area lighting or other lights that are considered distracting to the motoring public, or create 

a traffic hazard, are not permitted.  
  
11. Transportation and Economic Corridors is under no obligation to reissue a permit if the development is not 

commenced before expiry of this permit.  















6.155  

MajorDevelopment used for larger scale on-site production of goods “in a building” not 
exceeding a gross floor area of 510M2 (5490 square feet) including areas devoted to retail sales 
display and storage . This includes but is not limited to, bakeries and speciality food production 
facilities, pottery welding and fabrication and sculpture studios, taxidermists, green houses and 
speciality furniture and cabinet makers. 

The proposed application and drawings clearly indicate the majority of use will be used for 
outdoor storage and one questions his intent to circumvent  Discretionary use under Section 2.4 
(Outdoor Storage), which would not have been approved as it is highly visible both from 
Highway 3 and our land. 

Operations of this design in an agriculture region can severely impact our land, livestock,  water 
quality , personal well being as the predominant winds come from the west passing over the 
proposed site onto our property elevating our concerns for the following: 

   > Fire Hazard 

   >Air Pollution  

   > Noise  

   > Solid waste generation 

   >Waste water discharge  

    > Vermin/insects such as pine beetles and termites are drawn to wood     
 storage and possible use of chemicals to deter this further impact plant      
 and aquatic life.  

>How this would effect contamination of grazing areas. 

We  hope The Municipal Planning Commmission recognizes our concerns in their 
decision so we can continue to to enjoy the view of the Lundbreck Burris Corridor from 
our Son’s Memorial Bench. 

 

Craig and Lesley Lencucha 

Jenna Low 

Cole Lencucha 

     

         

 

 

 





MD of Pincher Creek 
Attn:  Laura McKinnon 
 
RE>. Development Permit Application No 2025-12 (Specialty Manufacturing/Cottage Industry) 
 
Ms. McKinnon 
 
A couple of points before I note our objections to this Application. 
 
First, while your letter is dated March 11, we did not receive it until Mar. 24.  Your staff could have 
walked it to Cowley more quickly than that. 
 
This late delivery hardly left us with limited time to review the application and decide if there were 
reasons to oppose it.  This is especially so since pre-planned commitments had us away from home on the 
25th. 
 
I might also note that you have us listed as Box 20, Cowley.  We have not used that box for several years, 
now being in possession of Box 256.  Interestingly, our tax notices and such are delivered to Box 256.  
May I suggest that MD staff might look into this and try to ensure that there is only one address for each 
rate payer. 
 
Now, as to the request, and our concerns. 
 
Our first relates to the fact that it is even being considered.  You note that creating fire wood is considered 
under specialty manufacturing.  It seems odd that something many of us do with an axe in the backyard 
should be considered specialty manufacturing, or even cottage industry.  
 
If we overlook that point, there remain several reasons to object to this Application. 
 
One of the major ones is the proposed twinning of Highway #3 past this location.  While I am not aware 
of detailed plans being available yet, it seems obvious that a second set of lanes must go either uphill or 
downhill of the existing highway.  If the lanes are placed downhill, they will remove a substantial piece of 
the subject parcel, including much of the area denoted for the actual creation of firewood.   
 
If the lanes go uphill, the changes to the subject parcel are not a problem, but there remains a question 
about accessing and leaving the firewood area.   
 
The wood will presumably be delivered by logging trucks, which will have to almost stop to turn into the 
property.  That in and of itself will not be a particularly safe maneuver on a high speed highway.  
Vehicles coming out of the property, including loaded wood delivery vehicles, will have to climb a steep 
hill immediately on leaving the property if they are heading east.  Those heading west will have only a 
short distance before they too are heading uphill.   
 
The loaded vehicles are likely to be travelling much below the speed limit for a significant distance, and 
could be a major hazard to traffic on the highway.  Unless Alberta Transportation can install lengthy 
additional acceleration lanes on both sides of the highway, this area could well become a significant 
hazard for travellers. 
 
Similarly, any loaded vehicles, whether entering or exiting the property, would need to cross the highway 
if they are travelling east.  That will be a slow process at best, and could be hazardous to westbound 



travellers who are unlikely to see the turning vehicle until they are descending the hill from Lundbreck.  
This would be even more hazardous on those days when the hill is covered by snow or ice. 
Similar concerns would exist, though in a slightly different degree even if the highway is not twinned, and 
the current three lane set up remains intact. 
 
Should a permit be granted, it would seem prudent to require the applicant to consult with Alberta 
Transportation about the safety concerns and the need for acceleration lanes, etc.  Only if Alberta 
Transportation can be reassured about the safety issues raised here would development be allowed.  
 
If ingress/egress can be safely established, the traffic to/from the site may be a problem for nearby 
residents.  I recall at least one resident, I believe it was Mr. Whan, raising concerns about the noise from 
compression brakes under the current conditions.  If the firewood vehicles were now trying to actually 
stop to make the turn, the noise levels are likely to increase.  They might well affect more residents. 
 
On the aspect of noise, I note that saws and wood splitters can hardly be described as quiet pieces of 
equipment.  The backup warnings on equipment like a Bobcat are similarly loud.  Installing those in an 
area that is primarily acreages is unlikely to be welcomed by the current and future residents. 
 
Cutting large amounts of firewood will inevitably create large volumes of sawdust.  As we are all aware, 
this particular area is one of the windiest pieces of the Crowsnest Valley.  Unless the proponent has a 
remarkably effective dust collection system, the downwind neighbours are likely to have significant 
amounts of sawdust deposited on their property. 
 
Again, I would suggest that the proponent be required to install, operate and maintain an effective dust 
collection system before any Development Permit, should one be issued, could be acted upon.  Further, 
the proponent should be required to have a detailed plan for how they will dispose of the sawdust so that 
it is not distributed in the neighbourhood. 
 
There is also concern about the likely presence of oil and lubricants on site.  There might be substantial 
volumes to lubricate saws, and other machinery.  Should any of that material be spilled, it could flow 
downhill to the Crowsnest River and hence to the Reservoir.  Preventing such an occurrence is important.  
If a Permit is granted, the proponent must be required to hold all fluids and other lubricants in a secure 
structure, surrounded by a berm. 
 
Finally, we should note that this area has gradually developed as an aceage enclave.  There are two such 
holdings immediately across the river from this parcel.  There are multiple acreages at various stages of 
development immediately northwest of the Junction of Highways #3 and #22.  There are multiple acreage 
parcels just upstream of this site, in the Rustler Ridge area.  None of these landowners bought their 
property with the idea that they would be living adjacent to an industrial site.  Allowing this development 
could have significant negative impacts on the value of those land holdings.  The MPC should not make a 
habit of allowing Discretionary Uses to be developed that lower the value of the lands owned by rate 
payers who bought on the assumption that they were in a typical bucolic rural neighbourhood, not an 
industrial site. 
 
As a further point, I note that the proponent submitted plans showing a single SeaCan, and limited areas 
for log storage, firewood storage, and the like.  It would be a strongly negative impact if those small areas 
and limited fixed structures gradually became a series of poorly maintained and sprawling unsightly 
developments. 
 
In short, I do not believe that this Application should be allowed.  If the MPC decides to approve the 
Application, it must have multiple conditions attached.  That should include an ongoing requirement that 



the site not become unslghtly, that all conditions be adhered to on an ongoing basis, and that the work not 
create hazard on the highway.  It should also be noted that the MD must make frequent checks to ensure 
that the conditions are adhered to and that violations are immediately rectified. 
 
Respectfully submitted on 26 March, 2025. 
 
Allan Garbutt 



Larry Whan 
 

 
 

 

March 26, 2025

MD of Pincher Creek 
1037 Herron Ave 
Pincher Creek, AB 
T0K 1W0

Hello Laura

Re: Opposition to Application for Firewood Processing Plant at NE 27-7-2 W5

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed 
application for the establishment of a firewood manufacturing plant near my property, located at 
the above address. Upon learning about this proposal, I have serious concerns regarding the 
potential environmental, safety, noise and community impacts that this plant could bring to our 
area.

Firstly, I am concerned about the potential for increased pollution in the area. The operations 
involved in processing firewood will generate significant amounts of wood dust pollution from 
the cutting, chopping and stacking of the finished product.   The prevailing westerly wind blows 
across that location on a daily basis anywhere from 20km to 120km and with no indication of 
how the company plans to contain the debris and saw dust and prevent it from entering the 
Crowsnest river that borders the property on 3 sides, or preventing it from landing on the 
adjacent properties.  There is also no indication of how the company plans to dispose of any 
collected debris?  Trucking? Burning? Stock piles?
Noise pollution is also a major concern with this type of manufacturing.  Sound travels freely 
through this corridor and with use of semi tractor trucks, front end loaders, skid steers, chain 
saws, log splitters, conveyor belts the potential for noise pollution is unlimited.   Also the hours 
of operation have not been addressed in the application which is a major concern.
Either way this proposal would negatively affect the health and well-being of nearby residents, 
tourists and the environment and the local wildlife. Our area is known for its natural beauty and 
tranquil atmosphere, which attracts residents and visitors alike. The introduction of such an 
industrial operation could severely diminish the quality of life and reduce the aesthetic and 
environmental value of our surroundings

Another major concern is the significant fire hazard posed by such an operation. Firewood 
processing involves handling and storing large volumes of dry, flammable material, which 
naturally increases the risk of accidental fires. Given the existing risk of wildfires in our region, 
the introduction of a firewood processing facility could substantially elevate the potential for 
devastating fires, putting both the public and the local residents and environment at great risk. 



This is a particularly pressing issue for our community, as the fire threat would be magnified by 
the dry and windy conditions often present in our area.

In addition to fire hazards, I am also deeply concerned about the potential for odours and debris 
associated with the plant’s operations. Firewood processing generates large amounts of sawdust, 
wood chips, and other debris, which could easily spread to neighbouring properties, creating a 
significant nuisance and making the area less pleasant for residents and visitors.  Not to mention 
the Crowsnest river borders the site on 3 sides and the potential for wood debris and saw dust to 
end up in the river is guaranteed. 

 The accumulation of debris could also pose safety risks, as it may increase the likelihood of fire 
and attract pests. Moreover, the odours emanating from the facility, particularly if the wood has a 
high moisture content, could significantly impact the quality of life for residents nearby. These 
smells could be pervasive and unpleasant, especially during warm weather when outdoor 
activities are common.

Pest and wildlife issues are also a major concern. The facility could attract rodents and other 
pests due to the abundant wood piles, creating the potential for infestations in surrounding areas. 
The disturbance caused by the plant’s operations could disrupt the local wildlife, causing them to 
abandon their habitats or migrate through populated areas, which could lead to negative 
interactions between wildlife and humans. Furthermore, the increased human activity and noise 
could displace wildlife species and potentially threaten their populations in the area.

Additionally, I am concerned about the environmental impact of the plant’s operations. The dust, 
noise, and emissions generated by the processing plant could negatively affect air and water 
quality, which would not only be harmful to the environment but could also have adverse effects 
on the health of residents. Long-term exposure to such pollutants could reduce the quality of life 
and damage the local ecosystem.

The proposed firewood processing plant would also lead to increased traffic and road safety 
risks. The heavy trucks and machinery required for the facility would put additional strain on 
highway 3, in both East and West bound lanes, increasing the likelihood of accidents and 
creating safety concerns for residents and motorists alike.  With no turning lane in either 
direction, if there is oncoming traffic the loaded trucks will have no option but to come to a full 
stop on a major highway potentially causing an accident. The additional traffic would also cause 
wear and tear on the roads, leading to higher maintenance and repair costs for the community.

Lastly, I am concerned that the establishment of this industrial facility would negatively affect 
property values in the area. Many of us have chosen to live here because of the peaceful, rural 
environment, and the introduction of an industrial operation could change the character of our 
community. This could make the area less desirable for prospective residents and potentially 
lower property values for those of us who have invested in this neighbourhood.

In light of these concerns, I urge you to carefully consider the potential impacts of this proposed 
firewood manufacturing plant on our community and deny the application. I ask that you take the 
time to fully evaluate the risks it poses to the environment, public health, and quality of life for 



residents. Our community values its safety, tranquility, and natural beauty, and I believe it is vital 
to preserve these aspects for current and future generations.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing your response and hope 
that you will take the concerns of the community into account as you make your decision.

Sincerely, 

Larry Whan

Trout Wrangler Lodge Ltd



BB Ranching 
Corrina & Shawn Anctil 

 
 

 
 

 

MD of Pincher Creek No. 9 
1037 Herron Ave. 
Pincher Creek, AB T0K 1H0 
c/o Laura McKinnon 
 
March 26, 2025 
 
Re: Development Permit Application No. 2025-12 
 
Dear Members of the Municipal Planning Commission and Counsellors of the MD of 
Pincher Creek No. 9. 
 
We are writing to express our concerns regarding the Development Permit Application 
submitted by Kerry Smyke, the owner and operator of Wood 'n' Stuff, for the operation of a 
firewood manufacturing and storage lot, as well as tree removal services, in the Burmis 
Lundbreck Corridor. 
 
We have reviewed the letter submitted by Mr. Larry Whan and share the same concerns he 
has raised about the increase in noise and debris pollution, the fire hazard posed by this 
operation, and the threat to local habitats and wildlife.  
 
In addition to these concerns, we would like to draw your attention to the following issues. 
 
Environmental Concerns 
 
The proposed location for this business falls within the Environmentally Sensitive Corridor 
and Riparian Area, as outlined in the Burmis Lundbreck Corridor Area Structure Plan and 
MD of Pincher Creek No. 9 Bylaw 1042-00, Amended Bylaw 1228-12. Specifically, Section 
5.2 of the Crowsnest River Environment Reserve System and Section 5.3.2 of the Policies to 
Preserve the Natural Environment emphasize the importance of protecting these areas. 
The primary function of Wood 'n' Stuff, which includes firewood manufacturing and 
storage, poses a significant risk to these sensitive environments. 
 



 

 
 
Compliance with Local Bylaws 
 
The application does not appear to align with the vision, goals, and objectives of the Burmis 
Lundbreck Corridor Area Structure Plan. The plan aims to preserve and enhance 
environmentally significant areas through mechanisms such as Conservation Easements 
and Land Trusts. Allowing this business to operate in the proposed location would 
contradict these policies and potentially harm the natural environment. 
 
Small-Scale Commercial Land Uses 
 
The Burmis Lundbreck Corridor Area Structure Plan section 4.5.a “Commercial Land Use 
Polices” states, in part,  that small-scale commercial land uses may be appropriate in the 
Plan Area provided they promote amenity and diversity while being compatible with 
adjacent uses. Commercial uses should be small-scale and provide services to the local 
residential and agricultural communities, as well as to business area residents. Small-
scale commercial uses include those found within the Agriculture – A, Rural Recreational 1 
– RR1, and Grouped Country Residential – GCR land use bylaw districts.  



However, the proposed business does not seem to fit within these guidelines, as the 
application is being made under Agriculture – A, Land Use District, Specialty, 
Manufacturing/Cottage Industry, under discretionary use.  
 
Visual Impact 
 
Additionally, the operation of this business will have a significant visual impact from the 
highway and visual corridors. The presence of commercial logging trucks and bundles of 
logs sitting on the ground will detract from the natural beauty of the area and could 
negatively affect the visual appeal for both residents and visitors. 
 
Road Access and Safety Risks 
 
The road access to this property is via the main Highway 3, which presents a significant 
safety risk to motorists. The entry of commercial logging trucks could result in increased 
traffic hazards and accidents, jeopardizing the safety of those traveling on this busy 
highway. 
 
Request for Action 
 
I strongly urge the MD of Pincher Creek No. 9 to reject this application. Should it proceed to 
further evaluation, a comprehensive environmental impact assessment is essential to 
gauge the potential consequences of this business on sensitive areas, as stipulated in 
section 5.2.a of the Burmis Lundbreck Corridor Area Structure Plan and the MD of Pincher 
Creek No. 9 Bylaw 1042-00, Amended Bylaw 1228-12. 
 
Thank you for addressing our concerns. I trust that the MD will take the necessary 
measures to safeguard our environment and adhere to the principles stated in the Burmis 
Lundbreck Corridor Area Structure Plan. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

  
 
Shawn & Corrina Anctil 





    

              

               

  

          
             

            

              
              

              
           

          

   

        

     



    

   

  

 
  

  
 

 

 

  
  

   

    

     
   





   

         

    

                
 

   

       

  

        

   

          

              
     

         

            

       

 

   

   

      

    
   

   
  

   
  

   
   

      

   

 
 

 

 

 

        

 

  

        



 

   

   

       

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   

      

 

        

  

     

  

   

     

                      
         

                   
          

 

 

                  

         



 

        
        
          

     

              
          

                
               

             

  

          

              
            

   

               
             

 

            

     

             
        

        

         
         

     

            

              
  

              
               

     

               

             

            

         



     
  

  
     

 

 

    

  
    

  

 

 

 

  

 

  



    
     
   

  

 

 
   

 

    
     

     
     

   
   

 

    
    

 

    
   

   

     
     
 

   

 
       

   

  

   

 
 

   



    
      

  

   

   

  

 
   

 

     
      
      
      

   
   

 

    
    

 

    
   

   

     
     
 

   

  

   

 
 

   



  

         

  
   

    
     

     
     

   
   
 

    
    

 

    
   

   

     
     
 

  

   

 
 

   



 
   

      

    
     

     
     

   
   

 

    
    

 

    
   

   

     
     
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

   
 

  

   

 
 

   



  
  

 
   

 
  

   
   

    
  

   

  
  

      
    

       
  

   

 
   

      

     
      

      
 

     
      
      
      

   
  

  

    
     
  

    
    
    
 

     
     
 

 

  

   

 
 

   



     

  

   

  

              

 
   

     
   

     
    

    
   

    
   

  

  

     
   

   
    

    
  

    
   

  

   
   

   
    

  
   

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

    
      

  
     

 

   
  

   
   

        
  

   
   

 

 
  

     
   

   
   

  
  

 

  
   

    
    
     

    
  

     

     
      
      

     
    

   
 

    
    

 

    
   

   

     
     
 

  

   

 
 

   



     
      
    

   

 

  

 

    

   

  

 

    
     

     
     

   
   

 

    
    

 

    
   

   

     
     
 

   

  

   

 
 

   



     

  
 

  

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

  







     

            

               

            

       

               

                  

              

                  

             

        

              

            

          

                

               

            

                  

   

       

 

   



    

  

   

 
          

   
 

  

      

   

    

    

   

 

 

            
    

              

              

              

            

                  

 

           

             

                   

               

             
        

    

     
   



    

   

 

  

   

 

    

     
   





   

           

   

               

 

   

       

  

        

  

       

              

     

         

            

      

  

    

   

      

   
  

   
  

   
  

   
  

   

      

        

  

       



 

   

   

       

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   

      

 

        

  

     

   

     

                      

         

                   

          

       

 

                  

         



 

        
        
          

     

              
          

               
               

             

  

          

              

           

   

               

             

 

           

     

             
        

        

          
              

     

            

              

  

              
               

     

               
             

            

         



  

  

     
  

  
     

 

 

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

  











Development /

• Mar 4

• Mar 9

• Mar 11

• Mar 12

• Mar 12

• Mar 13

• Mar 13

• Mar 13

• Mar 13

• Mar 17

• Mar 18

• Mar 21

• Mar 25

• Mar 26

• Mar 27

• Mar 27

• Mar 27

• Mar 28

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER REPORT

March 2025

Community Services Activities include:

Planning, Subdivision & MPC Meeting
Flint Rock Ranch Open House

Committee & Council Meeting
Subdivision Inquiry Meeting
MRF Install & Program Meeting (Community Peace Officer)
Road Concern Meeting - Public Works & Landowner

South Canadian Rockies Advisory (Travel Alberta) Meeting "Wrap Up"

Rezoning - Landowners IVIeeting

Next Generation & Alberta Parks Meeting

Motorola - Body/Car Camera IVteeting (Community Peace Officer)

South Canadian Rockies Board Meeting

Road Upgrade - Landowner Meeting

Committee & Council Meeting

Utility Bylaw Open House - Lundbreck
Administration Safety Meeting
Appeal Hearing - Court of Appeal

Motorola - Technical Kickoff Meeting (Community Peace Officer)

Standard Day Off

PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATISTICS

Development Permits Issued by the Development Officer for March 2025

No.

2025-02

2025-07

2025-11

Applicant

Heritage Acres

Clayton Crawford

Peter Maas

Division

4

3

4

Legal Address

Lot 1, Block 1, Plan 1013180
within SE 21-7-29 W4

Within SE17-6-1W5

Lot 2, Block 2, Plan 2 111 879
within NE16-9-1W5

Development

Accessory Building

Single Detached Residence

Accessory Building

Development Permits Issued by Municipal Planning Commission IVIarch 2025

2025-06 Jeffery & Allison Schmode
|Lotl, Block 2, Plan 2312282
Within NW 34-8-1W5

Single Detached Residence &
Accessory Building (Art Studio
with Suite)



Development Statistics to Date 

DESCRIPTION 2025 2024 2023 2022 
To date (Mar) 

9 54 49 48 
Dev Permits 4-March 6-DO 38-DO 31 -DO 29-DO
Issued 3-MPC 16-MPC 18 -MPC 19 - MPC

Dev 16 58 
54 49 

Applications 7-Mar

Accepted 

Utility Permits 7-Mar 9 23 35 12 
Issued 

Subdivision 

Applications 1-Mar 2 12 5 8 
Approved 

Rezoning 0-Mar 1 0 5 

DESCRIPTION 2025 to Date 
2024 2023 2022 

(Mar) 

Compliance Cert 
0-Mar 0 34 21 32 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the repo1i for the period ending March 28, 2025, be received as information. 

Prepared by: Laura McKinnon, Development Officer Date: March 27, 2025 

Respectfully Submitted to: Municipal Planning Commission 




